
 
 

HOUSING FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MARION COUINTY OWNERS 
POLICY REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) 

 
 
 
A federal law that went into effect in 2006 protects individuals who are 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. The 
name of the law is the Violence against Women Act, or "VAWA." This notice 
explains your obligation under VAWA. 
 
Protections for Victims  
 
T h e  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  M a r i o n  C o u n t y  
“ H F A ”  cannot refuse to rent to an applicant solely because he or she is a 
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking. You 
cannot evict a tenant who is the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, 
or stalking based on acts or threats of violence committed against the victim. 
Also, criminal acts directly related to the domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault or stalking that are caused by a household member or guest 
cannot be cause for evicting the victim of the abuse. 
 
Permissible Evictions 
The HFA can evict a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault or stalking if w e  can demonstrate that there is an actual and imminent 
(immediate} threat to other tenants or employees at the property if the victim 
is not evicted. Also, you may evict a victim for serious or repeated lease 
violations that are not related to the domestic violence, dating violence, and 
sexual assault or stalking. You cannot hold a victim of domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking to a more demanding standard than you hold 
tenants who are not victims.  
 
Removing the Abuser from the Household  
You may bifurcate (split} the lease to evict a tenant who has committed 
criminal acts of violence against family members or others, while allowing the 
victim and other household members to stay in the unit. If you choose to 
remove the abuser, you may not take away the remaining tenants' rights 
to the unit or otherwise punish the remaining tenants. In removing the 
abuser from the household, you must follow federal, state and local eviction 
procedures. 


