
 
 

Housing Finance Authority of Marion County 
Fair Housing Policy 

 
The Housing Finance Authority of Marion County (HFA) endeavors to assure decent, 
safe, and sanitary living conditions for all residents associated with HFA. The fair 
housing law prohibits discrimination in the sale or rental of housing based on the 
federal protective classes: 
 

• Race  
• Color  
• Religion  
• National Origin  
• Sex 
• Disability 
• Familial Statue 

o Marion County Additional classes: Ancestry and Age 
 
Marion County included two additional classifications, Ancestry and Age, as 
protective classes. The seven (7) protective classes set by HUD, is the minimum 
number of protective groups, but communities have the right to include additional 
classifications 
 
Discrimination is defined as unfair treatment towards a person or a family that falls 
within the purview of any of the federal, state, or local fair housing laws.  
 
The HFA Fair Housing Policies mirrors Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 which 
prohibits unlawful discrimination in housing, including the two additional 
protective classes for residents living in the County. 
 
  



Goals of HFA: 
 

1. To “affirmatively further fair housing” with a focus on inclusion and 
achieving parties; and  

2. To research an analyze Marion County’s housing posture and identify 
actions and strategies that impact equal housing opportunities. 

Objectives: 
 

1. To provide outreach activities, with educate citizens, agencies and 
advocacy groups on their fair housing rights and responsibilities; and  

2. To train and assist housing, lending, human/social services organizations 
on adhering to the fair housing law and implementing housing, equality 
initiatives. 

 
 What housing is covered under the law? 

 
Housing practitioners are expected to comply with effective fair housing 
practices.  The dwellings covered are: 
 
• Apartments rented or leased 
• Houses sold or rented 
• Boarding and rooming house rentals 
• Mobile home parks 
• Condominiums 
• Vacant property to be developed for housing 

 
Fair Housing Activities: 
 
The programmatic thrust is to promote truth, justice, peace, fairness, equality, 
and total goodwill. In administering the fair housing program. 
 

1. Addresses questions and concerns from citizens regarding fair housing 
rights and make referrals. 



2. Serves as a resource on civil rights issues related to fair housing equal 
opportunity. 

3. Promotes the fair housing law and basic landlord tenant laws, by providing 
trainings and education material. 

4. Serves as a supporter of the annual Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
events during April which is National Fair Housing month. 

5. Supports various community initiatives that have a focus on accessibility, 
heritage, and multiculturalism.  

6. Promotes placement of the equal opportunity logo on all printed material.  
 
Filing a complaint. 
 
Through the federal Fair Housing Assistance Program, there is an investigative 
process for handling housing discrimination. Any citizen who has an inquiry, 
believes that he or she has experienced discrimination, or would like to file a 
complaint. 
 
Florida Commission on Human Relations 
325 John Knox Road 
Building F, Suite 240 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
Phone: (800) 324-8170 or (850) 488-7082 
 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 
Office of Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity 
Atlanta HUD Office 
Five Point Plaza Building 
40 Marietta Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Phone: (404) 730-2392 
or Fax (404) 708-0836 
TTY: (404) 730-2654 


